
September 16, 2023  

SONS OF NORWAY FOUNDATION IN CANADA 

President’s Report to the 2023 Annual General Mee ng 

Gree ngs and Velkommen to this Annual General Mee ng of our Founda on in Canada. 

This 2022/23 opera ng year for our Founda on has been a year of challenges. 

The greatest disappointment was the sudden death of our Secretary, Sharon Coles.  Sharon had stepped 
into the Secretary posi on in 2020 and worked hard at filling this key role in our Founda on.  Sharon was 
an ac ve member in Viking Lodge in Langley and had represented the Vo ng Membership of Viking 
Lodge for many years including some years as Alternate Director on our Board of Directors.  Sharon 
passed away at the end of April. 

The search for a person to fill this sudden vacancy resulted in finding a person who was willing to 
consider filling this key posi on.  That person is Pa y Schwartz, a long- me ac ve member in Varden 
Lodge and now, for some years, in Nordlys Lodge in Port Alberni where she is currently the Lodge 
Secretary.  Pa y agreed to take on this Secretary posi on on an interim basis with the intent on 
formalizing this appointment at our upcoming Board Mee ng. 

A year ago, two Board Members, Graham Beggs and Gordon Floe, decided to re re from Founda on 
Board du es.  Lisa Tandberg from Victoria and Ron Reine from Calgary were elected to fill the vacant 
posi ons.  Unfortunately, Lisa Tanberg chose to withdraw from Board du es due to personal 
commitments.  Lisa’s posi on is being filled temporarily by Alternate Director Brenda Carlstad, who has 
been our Webmaster since we established our website. 

Our grant program has remained stable for this past year.  Financial assistance was provided for District 7 
Heritage Camp, Trollhaugen Language, Arts and Cultural Camp’s 50th Anniversary and Solglyt Lodge’s 
110th Anniversary event.  

In this past year, there has been very li le ac vity in our general and named grant programs.  This may 
be due to slow recovery of local lodge and group ac vi es caused by the pandemic.  However, we have 
had designated dona on ac vi es assis ng some lodges and related groups. 

I can report our financial growth con nues.  Our assets base has now increased to over $700,000 with 
liabili es limited to uncashed cheques.  Treasurer Erik Brochmann will report on our financial status. 

October is our Founda on Month.  Please keep in mind that funds raised, be that from individuals or 
groups, is added to our capital and therefore will con nue to provide las ng benefits by its investment 
earnings for as long as our Founda on exists. 

For informa on on our Founda on programs, go to our website:  www.sonfic.ca .  Here you will find up-
to-date informa on on our dona on and grant programs, our governance, our history, and a lot more!  It 
is there for all of us. 

I thank all of you and the people you represent for your great support and involvement in our SONS OF 

NORWAY FOUNDATION IN CANADA. 

 
Tore Pe ersen, 
President 


